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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: The preamble to 
claim 9 should state, "A screwdriver comprising", not "The screwdriver comprising". 
Also, on page 18 of the claims, line 2, "stele" should be "steel". Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith 
(5,078,349), in view of Beck (3,255,792), Li (6,363,81 9), or Liao (6,089, 1 33). 

Smith ('349) discloses a locking connection for an inner FIG -4 
rod, which is telescopingly received within an outer tube. The 
locking connector of Smith ('349) reads over the locking 
device, as presently claimed, except that the locking 
connector of Smith ('349) is not disclosed as being used with a 
tool, such as a screwdriver. However, it is well known in the 
art of hand tools, such as screwdrivers, to provide a locking 
device between the handle of the tool and the shaft that holds ^_ 
the driving portion, to allow the shaft to be inserted and removed from the handle, or to 
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be extended or retracted within the handle. Beck (792), Li ('819), or Liao ('133) serve 
as examples of such. Therefore, the examiner, respectfully, contends that it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have modified the locking connection of Smith ('349), by applying the locking 
connection in a hand tool, e.g., a screwdriver, as the provision of a locking connector for 
screwdrivers has been clearly taught by Beck (792), Li ('819), or Liao ('133). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-8 are allowed. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The present invention relates to a locking connector for a screwdriver, the 
connector providing a means for a shaft of the screwdriver to be telescopically received 
by the handle. The examiner note that the reference closest to the invention as claimed 
in claim 1, is to Cantlon (6,722,667). Cantlon ('667) discloses a workpiece connector for 
a power tool, such as a power screwdriver, the connector having a polygonal shaft for 
receipt by a chuck of a power tool; and, a locking device mounted in the workpiece 
connector for selective holding an operate shaft in place, the locking device including a 
stopper secured in the connector and having a hole defined therein and extending 
therethrough, the hole being co-axial with the hole in the stopper, the hole in the stopper 
including a tapered section facing the first end and having a diameter gradually 
enlarged relative to the first end, a slider extending through the stopper and partially 
received in the hole in the stopper, the slider being movable relative to the stopper, the 
slider having a polygonal hole defined therein and extending therethrough for allowing 
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the operate shaft extending through the slider, multiple steel balls buried in the slider 
and radially extending through the slider, each steel ball selectively abutting an inner 
periphery of the tapered section of the hole in the stopper and the outer periphery of the 
operate shaft to selectively hold the operate shaft in place, a resilient member mounted 
around the slider after extending through the stopper for providing a restitution force to 
make the multiple steel balls engaged to the operate shaft. Although the examiner, 
respectfully, contends that the connector of Cantlon ('667) could be connected to a 
handle for manual manipulation, rather than connecting to a power tool, Cantlon ('667) 
fails to teach, or suggest, such use of the connector, and as such, also fails to provide a 
controlling device which is mounted to the handle and corresponding to the locking 
device for forward moving the slider and making the multiple steel balls disengaged 
from the operate shaft, as claimed in the last clause of claim 1 . It is also the examiner's 
opinion that the prior art of record considered as a whole, alone or in combination, 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious such a modification. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Amtenbrink et al., Chen, Delaney et al., Howard, Lee, Martindell, 
Mathews, Peters, and Yess each disclose a connector for tools. Blass, Jones, Parks, 
and Varnai each disclose a connector. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David B. Thomas whose telephone number is (703) 
308-4250. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-4 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail can be reached on (703) 308-2687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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